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One activity where a plan can be used is marketing. Nowadays, companies rely on marketing efforts to ensure that they remain visible, profitable, sustainable and relevant. You can see a number of simple marketing plan templates listed below that can be used as references in the development of your own marketing plan.
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Planning ahead of time is an indication that your team or your business is well-prepared. This goes not only in a business environment but at academic institutions and within the bounds of other entities as well. Having a concrete plan is always a good idea as it can help you execute work processes with ease.
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Why Do You Need a Marketing Plan?

Businesses create a marketing plan for particular reasons. Some need this document to align the requirements of the management with the demands of the market while some use the final plan to guide the marketing team when implementing particular marketing activities.

Hence, one of the first things that you need to think of when making a marketing plan is the reason on why you have to create one. To guide and help you with regards this matter, here are some of the reasons why you need a marketing plan:

	A marketing plan can put together all the ideas and relevant suggestions of different team members: You need to work with different entities so you can come up with a strong and realistic marketing plan. This can be hard as everyone is entitled to their own opinions of what is good for the business and its marketing needs. Having a marketing plan can help your company put these ideas together leading to a thorough and dynamic agreement of the activities that must be done in a timely manner.
	A marketing plan can narrow down the set of activities that are needed to be done by the business in relation to its marketing goals and objectives: A marketing plan will be nothing if it cannot provide the needs of the business. As an example, you cannot just think of a marketing plan for marketing visibility purposes if what the business needs is to grow or improve its sales. Creating a marketing plan can impact all your marketing activities which can help the entire team focus on why it is essential for the plan’s content to materialize and be realized.
	A marketing plan can help you allocate your resources and efforts accordingly: Think of a marketing plan as a guide or a structured instructional material. Aside from providing you all the information that you need for your marketing activities, this document can also help you identify the things that you need to do with precision so you can get the results that you would like to have. Through this, you can veer away from wasting time, efforts, workforce usage, finances, and other resources.
	A marketing plan can provide a structure on how you will execute your plans of actions and strategies: As we have mentioned above, a marketing plan serves as your guide once you are already prepared to execute your action plan. Hence, it is important for you to have this marketing document as it can lead your team and your business to potential successes. Being able to organize your strategies and the ways on how you will execute them can greatly impact the efficiency of the team that will work for the undertaking.
	A marketing plan can allow your marketing team to be prepared when it is already time to implement your desired marketing activities: Not all businesses use marketing plans; which result to different levels of successes and failures. Even if you can still execute marketing activities without a planning document, it will still be easier and faster for you to come up with back-ups and continuity action plans if you have a marketing plan.


Marketing plans play an important part in business and in many companies specifically on how marketing goals can be planned, implemented and achieved. To learn more about different marketing plans and other plans in general, you can check out related articles on our website. To name a few are Event Marketing Plan Template, Strategic Marketing Plan Template, and Marketing Strategy vs. Marketing Plan.

Factors to Consider When Making a Marketing Plan

Not all marketing plans work in a similar level. Some contribute to the successful implementation of marketing strategies and tactics, while some can even be the cause of marketing failures. This depends on the brainstorming processes that the marketing team has considered as well as the ways on how the elements of the marketing plan has been plotted or put together.

For you to come up with a comprehensive, detailed, and organized marketing plan; you have to know the things that can affect the full potential of the plan’s execution. A few of the factors that are essential to be considered when creating a marketing plan include the following:

	A direct specification of what the marketing plan can contribute to the business
	A well-formulated timeline that can define the deadlines, time frames, and duration of marketing projects
	A brief description of the marketing plan’s purpose and goals
	A set of action plans aligned with the business objective at hand
	A list of the resources of the business that can be of help in making the marketing plan’s content a reality
	A thorough discussion of the requirements of the marketing plan


How to Create a Simple Yet Powerful Marketing Plan

A basic process that you can follow if you want to start the creation of your marketing plan is presented below.

	Look into the current marketing plan of the business or the previous ones used over the past operational years.
	Know the items that you would like to develop, change, or totally remove.
	Have a draft of the items that you would like to discuss or create an outline of your marketing plan presentation flow.
	Browse through a selection of marketing plan templates so you can format your own document with ease.
	List the specifics or basics of your marketing plan.
	Develop a layout and discussion format that can separate the segments of the marketing plan from one another.
	Put the content of the marketing plan in the template that you have selected.
	Allow your team to review the marketing plan so you can gather recommendations, insights, and comments about the document.
	Finalize the marketing plan and create changes when necessary.


These steps will surely help you create not only an effective marketing plan, but a powerful marketing plan that you and your entire marketing team can rely on. To further make the task easier and more convenient for you to do, you can make use of editable and printable sample templates offered on our website. Some useful examples you will surely find interesting are Marketing Plans in PDF, Content Marketing Plan Samples, and Sample Marketing Plan Template.
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Tips in Developing a Marketing Plan

Are you in the midst of making a marketing plan? Do not worry or be intimidated by the things that you have to consider and know about. There are several guidelines that can help you develop an outstanding marketing plan within the time constraints that you are given with. Some of the tips that can make it easier, faster, and more efficient for you to create a marketing plan include the following:

	Make sure that you will first consult the management of the business and the entire marketing team before you create a marketing plan: It is not only the future marketing activities that matter but the current condition of the marketing efforts of the business as well. You have to be aware of the needs of the business when it comes to marketing so you can address particular issues, concerns, and problem areas.
	Ensure that the marketing plan that you will develop is realistic and measurable: Some companies can have impressive marketing plans especially if you will only look at these documents – it may be the format that they have created or the promise of the document’s content. However, everything in paper will be nothing if it cannot be implemented. This is the main reason why you first have to think of the circumstances that you will go into before finalizing your marketing plan. You have to know if the business is ready to support your vision in terms of its financial aspect and other areas of concerns.
	Consider external and internal factors when creating your marketing plan: There are a lot of aspects that you have to be aware and knowledgeable of if you want your marketing plan to work in the best way possible. Aside from the internal factors that you need to consider, you also have to think of how the market will most likely respond to your marketing strategies. Other external factors that you must be aware of are trends, the activities of your competition, and the current demand for specific marketing activities within your desired market segment.


Marketing a business is not an easy task. There are challenges, roadblocks, and unforeseen circumstances that will leave you no options but to recalibrate your initial action plans and strategies. Even if these items occur in any level or stage of your marketing planning, having a concrete yet resilient guide can help you adjust in any situation that you have to deal with.

This is why a marketing plan is an important document that you must create if you want to come up with effective marketing efforts, processes, activities, and programs. Again, check out the examples that we have put together in this post prior to the development of the particular marketing plan that your business needs.

We hope that you are able to lean about marketing plans in this article and use the sample templates provided to further your learning about the topic. Aside from marketing plan templates, we also have articles that cover other different types of plan including templates that are free for download. Some of the titles that you will surely find interesting are Operations Management Plan Templates, Advertising Agency Business Plan Templates, and Business Financial Plan Templates.
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